
MINUTES OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGRICULTURE FOR 

RABI CAMPAIGN - 2020 HELD UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF 

HON’BLE AM ON 21-09-2020 AT KRISHI BHAWAN THROUGH VIDEO 

CONFENCING 

 The National Conference on Agriculture for Rabi Campaign, 2020 was 

organized by Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

(DAC&FW), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of 

India, through video conferencing on 21stSeptember, 2020 at New Delhi. Senior 

officials of the Ministry, states and union territories participated through video 

calling. List of participants is attached as Annexure I. 

   The Conference was inaugurated by Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Hon’ble 

Minister of Agriculture and Shri Kailash Choudhary, Hon’ble MoS (A&FW) also 

graced the occasion. 

  Dr. S.K. Malhotra, Agriculture Commissioner was asked to make an 

introductory presentation on ‘Kharif review, Rabi prospects and Strategies’. It was 

appraised that the food grain production in the country was estimated at a record 

high level of 296.65 million tones (2019-20).  While providing the status of Kharif 

season, he described that the South-West monsoon has been very favorable and it 

was 7.0 % higher than normal. A total of 1113.63 lakh ha area has been reported 

(by 18.9.20) as sown under Kharif crops (2020), which is much higher than the 

past record of 2016-17.  

He informed that the total foodgrains production target for 2020-21 has been 

set at 301 million tonnes out of which 151.65 million tonnes is expected from 

the Rabi season. The target for Rabi pulses production has been fixed at 15.00 

million tonnes. The water availability was at comfortable level as live storage of 

145.80 BCM available is about 85.0% of total live storage capacity. He expressed 

confidence for achieving the targeted production because of favorable agroclimate 

and policies. He also presented that status of seed, fertilizers and pesticides are 

sufficiently available but pre-positioning of inputs well in advance at Block level 

and Village level is required to be ensured by States. He also gave an overview of 

key technologies for enhancing production and productivity.  He recommended for 

adoption of cluster based approach and cropping system centric interventions by 

utilization of rice fallows, intercropping and adoption of high yielding varieties 

with specialty characters of climate resilience and nutrition. 

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture & 

Farmers in his inaugural address mentioned that in spite of COVID-19 pandemic, 

the Government launched many schemes for the overall prosperity of farmers such 

as the two ordinances i.e. The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion 



& Facilitation) Ordinance 2020 and The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 

Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance 2020, and a New 

Agri Infrastructure Fund (AIF) with a budget provision of Rs. 1,00,000 crore. He 

stressed that all benefits must reach the farmers. He hoped that the increased target 

for mustard production should be achieved. Expressing concern over estimation of 

states for  fertilizer needs, he expected the states to be proactive in advanced 

planning. At the same time he assured that fertilizer will not be an issue during 

ensuing rabi season.   

Shri Kailash Choudhary, Hon’ble MoS (Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare) appreciated and thanked all the farmers and central and state 

functionaries for achieving record production during 2019-20. It was opined that 

the use of pesticides be kept as low as possible.  A special mention was made about 

the new Central Sector Scheme of financing facility under the “Agriculture 

Infrastructure Fund” of Rs. 1.0 lakh crore to support farmers, FPOs, Agri-

entrepreneurs, etc. in building community farming assets and post-harvest 

agriculture infrastructure. He hoped that these assets will enable farmers to get 

greater value for their produce as they will be able to store and sell at higher prices, 

reduce wastage and increase processing and value addition. At the end he wished 

for a record production in the rabi season and during 2020-21.     

Sh. Chhabilendra Roul, Secretary (Fertilizer), Department of Fertilizer, 

highlighted the role of Department of Fertilizers and Chemicals and the private 

sector in achieving positive growth rate in agriculture. He assured the states that all 

need based requirements of fertilizers will be fulfilled. 

Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary (DARE) & DG (ICAR), opined that 

new seeds have a big role to play in achieving the production targets and that bio-

fortified and climate resilient varieties may be promoted. He stated that seed 

indents should be realistic and indented seed should be lifted in time. A complete 

certified seed production chain should be planned at the state level to benefit the 

farmer, industry and above all the country. 

Smt Shubha Thakur, Joint Secretary (Oilseeds) made a brief presentation 

on ‘AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT- Rapeseed-Mustard and Sunflower’. While 

sharing the targets for Rabi 2020-21, she mentioned that an additional area of 

14.51 lakh ha (24.0% more) is to be added to the 2018-19 total area  of 61.24 lakh 

ha under rapeseed & mustard to achieve a total production of around 125 lakh 

tonnes over the  present total production of 92.5 lakh tonnes. The states were asked 

to ensure coverage of targeted area using quality seeds (potential yield >20 qtl /ha), 

irrigation at critical stages, timely arrangement of micro nutrients, arragement of 

bee keeping and timely pest management to achieve the targetted production. 



Sh. Rajesh Malik, Director, Plant Protection shared his presentation on, 

‘Ensuring Availability of Quality Pesticides’ and he stated that the quantity of bio-

pesticides used in the country was 7803.89 tonnes and it needs to be increased 

further and also ensuring the availability of quality pesticides in the country; which 

is a challenge. States were impressed upon to utilize pesticide testing capacity as 

well as for improving the available infrastructure along with setting up of new 

pesticide testing laboratories under the RKVY scheme. 

Sh Ashwani Kumar, Joint Secretary (Seeds) shared the status of seed 

availability for rabi2020-21. The participants were apprised that against the 

tentative requirement of 197.10 lakh quintals seed for Rabi 2020-21, 231.66 lakh 

quintals seed is available. The position was described as comfortable in case of 

cereals, pulses, oilseeds, fodder and fiber crops. The states were asked to take 

initiatives like preparation of Seed Rolling Plan for production and promotion of 

less than 10 years old varieties; Extension activities for demonstration, promotion 

and awareness of new varieties released less than 5 years.  

Smt A. Neeraja, Joint Secretary (INM) stressed on large area certification 

for organic production, Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati (BPKP) scheme, 

certification support to individual farmers and integrated clusters under Namami 

Gange for promotion of organic farming. States were impressed upon to formulate 

proposals for contiguous area certification in states of Rajasthan, Jharkhand, 

Chhattisgarh, Car Nicobar is land etc., and development of model clusters, 

branding and transactions through jaivikkheti portal. 

Dr. S.K. Malhotra, Agriculture Commissioner made a detailed 

presentation on, ‘Agro-climatic Zone (ACZ) Based Strategic Planning for 

Development of Agriculture’. The Ministry has grouped the country in 20 Agro-

Ecological Regions. Strategic planning for each ACZ was highlighted for adoption 

by states. It was emphasized that in planning agriculture development, climate 

vulnerability has to be taken in to account and alternative crop plans have to be 

adopted. The information generated by ICAR institutes like NBSS&LUP, Nagpur, 

CRIDA, Hyderabad, IISS, Bhopal and Indian Institute of Farming System 

Research Meerut on agroclimatic zone based planning is important. He also 

enlisted export potential crops for each ACZ and reducing import for Aatamnirbhar 

Bharat. 

Sh Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary (DAC&FW) in his concluding remarks 

mentioned observed that Covid -19 has posed challenges to the country. However, 

he stated that positive signs are emerging in the agriculture sector and the 

momentum has to be maintained. Major focus is now on mustard production to 

reduce import of edible oils. He mentioned that we must meet the target of mustard 

production of 125 lakh tonnes.  Recent government initiatives such as the two bills 



on marketing, formation of 10,000 FPOs, Agriculture Infrastructure Fund, area 

expansion of PMFBY etc. are good signs for the agriculture development in the 

country. He exhorted state officials to work as a team with the Ministry to fulfill 

the targets set for Rabi 2020-21.   

 

Actionable points 

After detailed presentation and deliberations on preparedness for rabi season 

by different states, the following actionable points emerged: 

 

i. Mustard and sunflower should be promoted by states and they should ensure 

the enhanced coverage of area under these crops for increasing our capacity 

and reducing the import (Action: All states) 

ii. Many states have either given lower demand for fertilizers or demand has 

increased due to more area under cultivation, resulting in a short fall of 

fertilizers for rabi crops. Thus, states should give demand for additional 

allotment on priority for consideration at Zonal Conference of Fertilizers to 

be held on Friday i.e. 25-09-2020 based on area, previous consumption & 

recommendation as per SHC. Action Concerned States, JS (INM) 

iii. Organic farming should be promoted in potential states. Under Namami 

Ganga Brand Development project, organic clusters are to be developed 

along the Ganga course in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and 

West Bengal. The states of West Bengal and Jharkhand are yet to initiate 

work under this project.     (Action: West Bengal, Jharkhand) 

iv. In order to launch Mustard Campaign, some states have mentioned shortage 

of certified seed of HYVs having yield potentials >20 q/ha. Such states 

should approach central agencies and other states for timely supply of seed 

of recommended & notified varieties. (Action: Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 

Assam) 

v. Rajasthan has surplus of certified seeds of wheat and barley. The 

neighbouring states having shortage should contact Rajasthan for the 

purpose. (Action: Concerned states) 

vi. Maharashtra has shortage of gram seed of varieties newer than 10 years of 

release. The state should approach central agencies and other states for 

supply.  (Action: Maharashtra & JS (Crops) 

vii. Honey bee cultivation with mustard can enhance yield as well as provide 

additional income to farmers from honey production. Sikkim has demanded 

higher physical targets under this activity. Other states should also promote 

honey bee with mustard and other oilseed crops.  (Action: Sikkim and 

Horticulture Division, DAC&FW) 



viii. The states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir, 

Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal have made 

no progress under the scheme, ‘Seed Processing & Storage Unit at Gram 

Panchayat Level’. These states should initiate action on the scheme for 

benefitting.  (Action: Concerned states) 

ix. No information has been shared on Seed Replacement Rate (SRR) 

achievement by the states i.e. Goa, Andaman & Nicobar, Haryana, Punjab, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Sikkim and Delhi. An early compliance is 

required from these states. 

x. States needs to adopt agroclimatic zone wise planning based on resources, 

soil degradation, soil type, vulnerability to disasters (Action: All states) 

The details of rabi targets, position of seed, fertilizers and other inputs, 

special issues and focus on mustard and other oilseeds are summarized in 

Annexure II.                                              

Meeting ended with thanks to the Chair, participating Hon’ble Ministers and 

official of Central, ICAR and State governments. 

***** 
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List of Participants in the National Conference on Agriculture for Rabi 

Campaign -2020 held on 21st September, 2020 

at Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi through Video Conferencing 

  

  



MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE 

  

1. Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Hon’ble Minister of A&FW 

2. Shri Kailash Choudhary, Hon’ble MoS 

3. Shri Parshottambhai Rupala, Hon’ble MoS 

  

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,COOPERATION & FARMERS 

WELFARE 

  

1. Sh. Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, DAC&FW 

2. Dr Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary,(DARE) & DG,ICAR 

3. Sh. Chhabilendra Roul, Secretary, (Fertilizer) 

4. Ashok Dalwai, CEO (NRAA) 

5. Shri B. Pardhan, SS&FA 

6. Dr. Alka Bhargava, Additional Secretary 

7. Smt. Dolly Chakraborty, Additional Secretary 

8. Dr. S.K. Malhotra, Agriculture Commissioner 

9.  Dr Srabani guha, Sr, (ESA) 

10. Sh.Abhilaksh Likhi, AS(GC) 

11.  Sh.B. N Srinivasa, Horticulture Commissioner 

12. Sh. P.K. Swain, JS (Marketing) 

13. Smt. Chhavi Jha, JS(GC) 

14.  Sh.Rajbir Singh, (MIDH) 

15. Smt. Shubhra (Trade) 

16. Smt. Shomita Biswas. (M&T) 

17. Smt Shubha Thakur, (Crops, Oil Seeds) 

18. Smt. Namita Priyadarshee, JS (NRM) 

19. Smt. Alaknanda Dayal, IC. Extension & police) 

20. Smt. A. Neeraja, JS(INM) 

21. Dr. Ashish K. Bhutani, JS(C&C) 

22. Sh. Vivek Agarwal, (Farmer Welfare) 

23. Sh. Ashwani Kumar, JS( Admin,Seeds) 

24. Dr. Prashant Anmorikar , Addl. Commissioner (Extn) 

25. Dr. B.L. Saraswat, Director 

26. Sh. Rajesh Malik, Director (PP) 

PIB 



1.  Alpana Pant Sharma ( PIB, Agriculture) 

  

STATES & UTs 

  

ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

  

1. Sh. Karbom Riram, Joint Director 

  

ANDHRA PRADESH 

  

1. Mr. Neeraj Snaha, Deputy Director 

ASSAM 

       

1. Sh. A. Jalil, Director 

  

BIHAR 

   

1. Sh. Benkatesh Singh, Joint Director 

  

CHANDIGARH 

  

1.  

1.   Sh. Mukesh, Special Secretary 

  

DELHI 
   (Joint Director) 

Gujarat 



1.     Sh. M.B. Patel, Joint Director, Agriculture 

Goa 

2. Sh. Kuldeep Singh, Secretary 

  

HARYANA 

  

1. Dr. Anil Kumar Rana, AD(Agri) 

  

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

1. Sh. Siddharth Singh, Dept. of Horticulture 

  

JHARKHAND 

1.  

1. Smt. Chhavi Ranjan, Director,Agriculture 

  

KARNATAKA 

  

1. Dr. V. Sridhar, Principal Scientist, 

  

KERALA 

1. Mr. Babulal Meena, Deputy Director, 

  

  

 MADHYA PRADESH 

  

1.  Joint Director 

MANIPUR 

  



1. Sh. K. Jogeshchandra Sharma, Consultant 

MIZORAM 

  

1.  

1. Dr. Elizabeth Saipari, Director, Horticulture, 

Maharashtra 

  

1. Sh. Eknath Davale Secretary (Agri) 

ODISHA 

  

1. Sh. Braja Kishor Hota, Executive Engineer 

  

PUNJAB 

  

1. Vikram Singh, ADO 

  

PUDUCHERRY 

  

2. Dr.Jayanta Kumar Roy, ARC 

  

  

RAJASTHAN 

  

1. Sh. Ram Gopal , Secretary, (Agri) 

  

SIKKIM 

  



1.  

1.  Sh. D. S. Chettri, Additional Director 

  

TAMIL NADU 

  

1. Sh. T.Karthkeyan, Joint Director 

TELANGANA 

  

1. Sh. K. Venugopal, Deputy Director 

TRIPURA 

1. Sh. S.K. Rakesh, Additional Chief Secretary 

  

UTTAR PRADESH 

  

1. Sh. S.R. Kaushal, Director, 

  

UTTRAKHAND 

     

1. Sh.Dinesh kumar,Joint Director 

  

WEST BENGAL 

1. Sh.Koushik Chakraborty, Deputy Director, Horticulture 

  

  

  

  

  



Annexure II 

Specific progress, opinions, suggestions and support sought by different States 

and Union Territories. 

Uttar Pradesh 

1. Area under kharif cultivation has increased and same trend will continue in 

rabi season also. 

2. In view of higher area under cultivation, more urea may be allotted. State 

has earlier given demand for 3 lakh tonnes of urea. 

3. State attempting to form FPOs comprising of small farmers and a target of 2 

FPOs in each block has been set. 

4. Green manuring and organic farming area will be increased to improve soil 

health and reduce deficiency of zinc and sulphur. 

5. State is under Agro-climatic zone 2. It’s cropping intensity of 162% will be 

increased to 300% as per potentiality. 

Madhya Pradesh 

1. Area under rabi crops will be 136 lakh ha. 

2. Under Mustard Focus, area will be increased from 7.48 to 8.50 lakh ha and 

all inputs have been arranged.  Hybrid seeds will be distributed. 

3. Sulphur is deficient in 50% area and its application will be promoted to 

increase yield and oil content.  

4. Honey bee cultivation will be promoted with mustard to increase farmers’ 

income. 

5. Small units will be formed for marketing of the farm produce. 

6. Quality pesticides will be arranged. Strict action is being taken against 

spurious pesticide selling and the number of testing laboratories will be 

increased from 4 to 5. 

Haryana 

1. State has set a target of 1.00 lakh ha under organic farming in the next 3 

years. 

2. There is some shortage in fertilizer supply. 

3. Under crop diversification, Mera Pani Meri Virasat Campaign 1.00 lakh ha 

has been diverted from rice to cotton, bajra and pulses. 

Rajasthan 

1. A target of 98 lakh ha for sowing in rabi season has been fixed. 



2. Mustard will be focus of rabi season and a target of 30.0 lakh ha has been 

set. This target is achievable in view of good rainfall, better prevailing 

market price, allotment of 3.78 lakh minikits and emphasis on intercropping 

with gram. 

3. State has surplus seed of wheat and barley which can be provided to 

neighbouring states. 

4. There is disparity in price of wheat seed in NFSM and non-NFSM districts 

of the states. The same support may be provided for 2000-2500 quintals 

wheat seed for non-NFSM districts 

Gujarat 

1. Cotton area during kharif was less in Gujarat. This will favour more area 

under groundnut during rabi. Accordingly plan has been made and all inputs 

arranged. 

2. The state has implemented several schemes under Atma Nirbhar Bharat. 

These are on farm storage organic farming and animal husbandry. 

Maharashtra 

1. In view of good rains, a target of 52 lakhs ha set for rabi cultivation. All 

inputs arranged without much problem. 

2. Emphasis will be given on soil fertility improvement and diverting area 

towards jowar, maize and gram.  FFS will be arranged. 

3. More area to be brought under TRFA in Vidharbha and Konkan region. A 

target of 28,000 ha has been fixed. 

4. State is having less availability of gram varieties less than 10 years old. 

Punjab 

1. Crop diversification from rice to cotton, maize in 1.60 lakh ha. 

2. Rabi targets fixed at 35 lakh ha, 40000 ha and 7000 ha for wheat, mustard 

and sunflower, respectively. Seed of HYVs available for these crops. 

3. Fertilizer supply needs to be ensured for rabi season. 

4. Procurement at MSP should be done to encourage farmers for diversification 

from rice to maize. 

Bihar 

1. 13 districts selected for jaivik kheti and zero tillage. 



2. Only 12.5 lakh tonnes urea allotted against the indent of 13.0 lakh tonnes. 

Demand for fertilizer may be more due to good rain and more area under 

cultivation. 

Chhattisgarh 

1. Water reservoirs are full in the state and a target of 18.50 lakh ha has been 

fixed for rabi sowing. 

2. 1.50 lakh ha will be brought under mustard by diverting upland rice. For 

this, 2000 quintals of seed may be provided as Minikits. 

3. Fertilizer shortage is expected in the state.  

  

Jharkhand 

1. Rabi area targetted at 11.50 lakh ha which is more than last year. 

2. Only 1.00 lakh tonne of fertilizer allotted against requirement of 1.36 lakh 

tonnes. At least 1.25 lakh tonnes should be allotted . 

3. Under Mustard Focus, 3.48 lakh ha has been targetted. State requires 11330 

quintals of seed of HYVs. Centre should arrange 6000 quintals of HYVs 

seed for the state. 

Odisha 

1. The State has planned well for the rabi season. 

2. Good scope of utilizing rice fallows for oilseed & pulses crops due to late 

rains. Short duration oilseed varieties with 85-90 days maturity should be 

made available. 

3. 50000 hectare area will be diversified from rice. 

4. 80,000 tonnes more fertilizers should be allotted to the state. Need 4 lakh 

tonnes urea against 3.50 lakh tonnes provided. 

5. Issue of wild boar needs to be tackled in PMFBY.  PMFBY should be 

operated by the Centre & State in 60:40 ratio. 

West Bengal 

1. Rabi area targetted at 33.00 lakh ha with focus on Boro rice, mustard and 

maize. Seed, fertilizers and pesticides will be arranged in time. 

2. Provide final recommendations of Agro-climatic zone based crop planning 

to the state. 

Assam 



1. Under Mustard Focus, 3.0 lakh ha area will be sown with hybrid varieties. 

2. Small area will be brought under sunflower cultivation also. 

3. Available seed for mustard has yield potentials of less than15 q/ha. Support 

of the Centre was requested for supply of HYVs with >20 q/ha yield. 

Karnataka 

1. Rabi area planned as 76 lakh hectares. 

2. Mustard and sunflower will be the focus during the rabi season. All inputs 

will be arranged on time. 

3. Organic farming trials will be conducted with technical support of SAUs. 

4. State also promoting millets and super millets. 

5. NABL accreditation of labs will be obtained. 

Kerala 

1. The State is well prepared for the rabi season. 

2. Farmers are getting certification for organic farming under PKVY. 

3. Western Ghats have problems of wild boar and possibility of assistance 

should be explored. 

Tamil Nadu 

1. The State is comfortable in supply of seeds but there is a shortage of 

fertilizers. 

2. Annual Action Plan for more area under oilseeds should be approved. 

3. Require more clusters in PKVY. 

4. Informed that Insurance Companies did not participate for PMFBY. 

Andhra Pradesh 

1. Good planning done for the rabi season. 

2. Reservoirs are full to provide irrigation for higher production. 

Telangana 

1. Planned crop diversification of paddy to mustard and groundnut. Sufficient 

inputs are available for all crops. 

2. State has 125 lakh ha in kharif and 61.75 lakh ha will be sown in rabi. 

3. Needs more fertilizers as against a demand of 11 lakh MT, the States has 

received 8 lakh MT. 

Uttarakhand 



1. All inputs arranged for rabi season. 

2. State has 1,56,000 ha under organic farming and 50,000 ha more will be 

brought under this during current year. 

3. Migrants are back in the villages and oilseeds will be promoted in fallow 

lands. A 10-20% more production in oilseeds and pulses is expected. 

4. 120 quintals seed of Pusa Mustard -30 may be arranged from NSC or any 

other agency. 

Sikkim 

1. The State is known for organic honey. 

2. Honey bee will be promoted with mustard. 

3. Physical targets for mustard cultivation with honey bee may be increased for 

the state under NBHM. 

Meghalaya 

1. State has well planned strategy for rabi season. 

2. Phase III of MOVCDNER may be looked into. 

  

Nagaland 

1. State has 27,600 ha for mustard cultivation under NFSM and also under state 

scheme. Farmers’ contribution is more under NFSM. 

Mizoram 

1. State is facing financial problem due to long pending freight subsidy. 

2. IFFCO may be asked to supply DoP & MoP to the state. 

Arunachal Pradesh 

1. State has planned inputs for rabi crops. 

2. Minikits should be made available for oilseeds under NFSM in the state. 

Jammu & Kashmir 

1. Major emphasis during rabi will be on wheat, oilseed and oat. Sufficient 

seed are available for these crops. 

2. UT is promoting organic farming and farmers have preference for organic 

farming because of no harmful effect on soil. 



Ladakh 

1. Union territory has no shortage of inputs for rabi crops and is concentrating 

on wheat, barley and oats. 

Goa 

1. State has no specific issue for inputs for rabi crops. 

2. Organic farming is being promoted in the state. 

3. Wild animals is an issue and a solution should be found. 

  

***** 

 


