
MINUTES FOR KHARIF CAMPAIGN, 2016 
 

 The National Conference on Agriculture for Kharif Campaign-2016 was 

organized on 11th and 12th April, 2016 at NASC Complex, Pusa, New Delhi.  The 

Conference was inaugurated by Shri Radha Mohan Singh, Hon’ble Union Minister 

of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare and also addressed by Dr. Sanjeev Balyan, 

Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.  The Conference 

was Chaired by the Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and 

Farmers’ Welfare who addressed the participants and outlined the purpose of the 

Conference & expectations from the participants.  The Secretary, Department of 

Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries and DG (ICAR) & Secretary, Department of 

Agriculture Research & Education (DARE) also addressed the Conference. The 

two-days Conference was attended by Development Commissioner/ACSs/ 

Agriculture Production Commissioners/ Principal Secretaries/ Secretaries 

(Agriculture) of the Departments of Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Husbandry & 

Dairying and Agriculture Marketing & Cooperation from State Governments/UTs, 

Senior Scientists from ICAR, Department of Agricultural Research and Education 

(DARE) and officials from Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers’ 

Welfare (DAC&FW), D/o Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, D/o Fertilizers, 

NITI AYOG, RBI, senior officers of various organizations under these departments, 

amongst others.   

2. Shri Ashok Dalwai, Additional Secretary, DAC&FW welcomed all the 

participants and briefed about the objective of organizing the conference. He 

shared in detail the schedule outline of the Conference and the expectations 

from the proposed technical sessions/ Group Discussions. 

 

3. In his inaugural address, the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ 

Welfare stressed that the current year’s Kharif Conference gains special 

significance in the backdrop two consecutive droughts the country has suffered 

and the Government’s commitment to double the income of farmers by the year 

2022.  He stated that the country is now better equipped to handle erratic rainfall 

situations. In this context he highlighted that despite high rainfall deficiency of 14% 

and 12% during the preceding two respective years, the total production of 

foodgrains in the country during 2015-16 is estimated to be marginally higher at 

253.16 MT as against 252.02 MT produced during 2014-15. He mentioned that 

given the vagaries of weather and small & marginal nature of farm holdings, the 

target of doubling farmers income in the next six years cannot be achieved based 

on crop production alone and would require a comprehensive strategy of 

Integrated Farming Practices involving all the allied sectors of Agriculture i.e. 

Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Credit & Cooperation & 

Marketing. He stated that as water is a critical resource, the present budget has 

placed creation of water sources and enhancing water use efficiency as core 

concern of the farm sector. The Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojna (PMKSY) 



launched in 2015-16 would not only enhance water resources in the country but 

also increase water use efficiency. Against the revised estimate (RE) of  Rs.1550 

crore during 2015-16, the allocation under PMKSY for 2016-17 has been raised 

significantly to Rs.2340 crore. The availability of Land being limited, higher income 

can be obtained only through increase in crop productivity which cannot be 

achieved without balanced use of fertilizers. Therefore, the Government has 

launched a comprehensive Soil Health Card (SHC) Scheme to promote use of 

fertilizers needed as per requirement of soil nutrients in respect of 14 crore holdings 

of the country. In this context, he highlighted that the States have already 

collected 90 lakh soil samples and tested more than 60 lakh samples. Considering 

the imbalanced use of fertilizers which has resulted in deterioration in the soil 

fertility, he emphasized on the need for creating awareness about Soil Health 

Cards. He also mentioned that there is considerable scope for promoting organic 

farming without compromising on yield.  In this context, he talked about the 

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) being implemented in a mission mode to 

promote organic farming, particularly in the rainfed and hilly areas. He 

emphasized on ensuring remunerative return to the farmers so as to enhance 

farmers’ income. Highlighting the importance of marketing reforms in agriculture 

sector, he informed that Government is launching the scheme for establishing a 

National Agricultural Market (NAM) on 14th April, 2016 which will cover 200 markets 

by September 2016 and another 200 by March,2017.This will help farmers in 

realizing of more competitive prices on their produce and lead to increase in their 

income. He requested the State Secretaries in-charge of Marketing to complete 

the APMC reform process and join NAM as early as possible. He also expressed 

happiness that to secure farmers against various risks and uncertainties, the 

Government is implementing a comprehensive and highly progressive Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna (PMFBY). This is a path breaking initiatives for farmers’ 

welfare, and advised all the States to finalize bids and assign district to various 

insurance companies so that farmers can take advantage of the PMFBY right from 

Kharif 2016. 

 

4. In his address, Dr. Sanjeev Balyan, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture 

stated that the National Conference on Kharif is being held at a time, when about 

10 States in the country are facing severe drought situation. He mentioned that 

Government has laid special emphasis on pulse production and in 2016-17 an 

additional amount of Rs.500 crores has been allocated for promotion of pulses 

production in the country. He stressed that as  milk production contributes to 

almost 1/3rdof the gross income of rural households, it is important that farmers 

take advantage of the breeding facilities like Artificial Insemination centers in an 

around their villages. Keeping in view the low productivity of our milk animals, the 

Government is actively engaged in the endeavor to bring the benefits of dairying 

to every farmer owning milk animal. He also mentioned that to increase farmers’ 



income from dairying, the Government aims to strengthen and create additional 

milk processing, marketing & procurement infrastructure for cooperative sector. 

 

5. DG (ICAR) and Secretary, DARE mentioned in his address that ICAR is ready 

to meet the requirement of seed and planting materials for the next sowing 

season. In this context, he informed that ICAR has developed new drought 

tolerant seed varieties suitable for conditions of deficient rainfall and also varieties 

which have relatively shorter duration without much compromise on yield. 

Emphasizing upon the need to ensure adequate availability of quality seeds at 

the appropriate time, he suggested State Governments to ensure that farmers do 

not suffer due to late supply of seeds. He also stressed upon the importance of 

timely availability and balanced use of fertilizers in improving crop productivity. He 

advised States against using old variety seeds of pulses and oilseeds and 

suggested use of better quality seeds available for oilseeds and pulses. In view of 

the availability of technology and quality seeds, he hoped that the targets for 

production of pulses and oilseeds will be achieved.  

 

6. The Secretary, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries 

addressing the participants highlighted the  significance of livestock in farmers’ 

income and that they have so far been given peripheral treatment, have now 

assumed greatersignificance. The allied sectors is inclusive because it caters to the 

most marginalized and vulnerable section of society and the small and marginal 

famers are the major beneficiaries of the livestock sector. He pointed out that 

although the country has highest number of livestock, their productivity is very low 

as compared to global average. He expressed dissatisfaction over the fact that 

the animal husbandry sector that makes almost 1/3rd contribution to the 

agricultural and allied sector’s GDP, does not get proportionate share in the 

allocation under RKVY. He also pointed out that while assessing the damage due 

to drought, floods etc., the losses on account of livestock are not being assessed 

properly and this needs to be corrected. He emphasized upon the need to 

properly assess livestock damages also in the contingencies of drought etc. and 

farmers should be adequately compensated for the losses of their livestock.In the 

context of the Government’s commitment to double the income of farmers by 

2022, he highlighted the important  role that State Governments can play. He 

informed the participants that his Department has planned to conduct 20th 

Livestock Census next year and urged upon the States to extend their 

cooperation and active participation in successful completion of this herculean 

task.  

 

7.  The Secretary, DAC&FW in his address stated that the two consecutive 

monsoons have caused decline in output of foodgrains from the record level of 

264 million tones since 2013-14. The two less than normal crop seasons have left 

both the farmers and resources stressed. This calls for all concerned Departments 



and agencies at Centre and State levels to ensure timely availability of adequate 

quantity of critical inputs like seeds, credit and fertilizers, etc. He also emphasized 

on the need to promote balanced use of fertilizers and highlighted the relevance 

of Soil Health Card scheme (SHCs).He requested all the State Government officials 

to effectively undertake awareness and extension programmes.He advised 

Statesto try and achieve the recommended Seed Replacement Rates (SRRs) of 

33% across all the crops. He suggested the States to project their seed 

requirements well in advance so that proper arrangements to ensure timely 

availability can be done. In order to make farming more viable, he suggested 

States to make crop-wise and district-wise and block-wise analysis of yield and 

provide special support to the farmers in areas wherethe actual yield is lower than 

district, States and national average. The farmers in such areas should be 

provided accessto timely credit, seeds, fertilizers and technical advice to improve 

yield levels. He stressed uponthe need for special focus on improving productivity 

in eastern India. Emphasising upon the need to enhance production of pulses in 

the country, he informed that for this purpose the Union Budget has provided an 

additional allocation of Rs.500 crore for the year 2016-17. Further, a five year road 

map has been prepared to achieve an annual output of 24 million tonnes of 

pulses by 2020-21. In order to increase irrigation facilities, the Pradhan Mantri Krishi 

Sinchai Yojna(PMKSY) has been streamlined and the allocation has now been 

increased to Rs.2400 crore.For the rainfed and hilly areas where dependable 

sources of irrigation is not available,he suggested to promote organic farming for 

higherreturns to farmers.In this context, he suggested the States to effectively take 

up the implementation of Parampragat Krishi Vikas Yojna(PKVY) and Organic 

Value Chain projects for Northeast. He also mentioned that market reform is an 

important initiative in the agriculture sector after the economic liberalization in 

1991.  As a major break through in this direction, the Hon’ble Prime Minister is 

launching the National Agriculture Market on e-platform as a pilot in 21 APMCs 

across eight States.It will be further scaled up to cover 400 markets by the end of 

this financial year. To ensure success of the above major initiatives, he urged 

uponthe States to join the National Agriculture Market platform to facilitate 

doubling the farmers’ income in the next six years.Recognizing the role of 

institutional credit in addressing agrarian distress, he informed the States that in the 

current year’s budget, the target for agricultural credit has been raised to Rs.9 

lakh crore.He also mentioned thatthe loopholes in the existing interest subvention 

scheme are being plugged. With the aim to have an effective system of risk 

mitigation, a new crop insurance scheme “Pradhan Mantri FasalBima Yojana” has 

been launched. He requested the States to take proactive steps to give vide 

publicity to PMFBY and take initiatives for speeding up the implementationof the 

scheme. He also emphasized that besides the allocation of Rs.35000 crore for the 

sector, allocations for rural roads, rural electrification and AIBP will also support 

agriculture sector by providing better rural infrastructure.  

 



8. The Agriculture Commissioner made a detailed presentation on Rabi review 

and Kharif prospects.He briefly explained the production scenario of 2015-16 and 

outlined the prospects for ensuing Kharif season. He stated that the El-Nino is 

showing signs of weakening over the last 1-2 months and it may become neutral 

by May-June 2016.Thereafter, there is good possibility of development of La-Nina 

conditions during 2nd half of the monsoon season (August-September). The 

condition is considered as favorable for good monsoon rainfall, although 

conditions of other parameters are also important. He requested the States to be 

ready for implementation of contingency plans for 600 districts covering all 

possible scenarios. He also emphasized on the need for crop diversification to 

meet  the changing rainfall pattern, promoting stressed tolerant varieties in 

drought prone and flood prone areas and district level planning with concerned 

line Departments. He requested to reserve 10% funds under RKVY to meet for any 

contingent requirements in the monsoon season. He also suggested measures to 

be adopted in case of flood, excess rains and drought.   

 

9. The Joint Secretary (Seeds) presented a review of management and 

availability of seeds for Kharif 2016. He mentioned that except for few minor crops, 

the availability of seed is in excess of the requirement projected by the States. He 

pointed out that certain States heavily rely on private seed producers of pulses 

and oilseeds. In this context, he requested the States to utilize the assistance 

available for seed sector under different Crop Development Programmes and 

effectively utilize the lands of State Seed Farms, SAU farms, KVK farms etc. to 

increase availability of seeds. He also stressed upon the States to have proper 

Seed Plan for every crop. He suggested the States to execute MoUs or have 

advance tie up arrangement with seed producing agencies to ensure timely 

supply of seed to farmers. He further suggested that the States should effectively 

implement the National Seed Reserve (NSR) Scheme and enforce Seed Law to 

curb sale of spurious seeds so that the farmers do not incur losses in account of 

sub standards seeds purchased by them. 

 

10. The Joint Secretary, Department of Fertilizers made a presentation on the 

status of availability of fertilizers in the country. He mentioned that the availability 

position of fertilizers during 2015-16 has been comfortable and sufficient quantities 

of fertilizers are available to meet the requirements for ensuing Kharif season. He 

stressed upon the need for extensive awareness campaign among farmers on the 

benefits of Neem Coated Urea, close coordination with suppliers, faster release of 

fertilizers rakes and strengthening of enforcement measures, etc. He also stressed 

upon the need to promote use of optimal doses of fertilizers based upon soil 

health status, micro-nutrients, organic fertilizers and water soluble fertilizers under 

NHM. 

 



11. To facilitate focused deliberations, the States were divided into following 

thirteen Groups on different topics on the first day of the Campaign namely;  

 

i. Pulses & Oilseeds – strategy to improve productivity and production of 

pulses & oilseeds through improved technology package. 

ii. Rice-Strategy to enhance productivity and production of paddy in stress 

prone areas (rainfed, flood prone etc.) as also in Eastern India. 

iii.  Cotton-management of cotton crop particularly pest & disease vulnerability 

by deploying appropriate technology management practices. 

iv. Intervention and strategy needed to reduce cost of cultivation in farming 

through better input management. 

v. Organic Farming-Promotion of organic farming in hilly areas to realize yield 

potential on a sustainable basis. 

vi. Effective implementation of crop insurance scheme to achieve maximum 

coverage of the farmers over Kharif 2016 

vii. Technology led growth for achieving high productivity in Horticulture. 

viii. Reducing post harvest losses and augmenting the production towards cold 

chain. 

ix. Enhancing animal productivity and production through better feed 

management and disease control. 

x. Financing and management of procurement, processing and marketing 

infrastructure on the dairy sector, particularly refurbishing of very old dairy 

plants. 

xi. Reforms in agricultural marketing – implementation of National Agricultural 

Market. 

xii. Improving access of farmers to institutional credit for both short-term and 

long term capital investment in agricultural sectors. 

xiii. Issues related to procurement of pulses and oilseeds at MSP under Price 

Support Scheme and its effective utilization to incentivize pulse and oil 

production in the country. 

 

12. On the second day of the Campaign, domain-wise group discussions with 

States were held for Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Dairying & 

Fisheries and Marketing, Credit and Cooperation leading to finalization of 

recommendations and evolution of strategy of Kharif 2016. The 

recommendations of each of the 4 domains were presented before the Hon’ble 

Minister in the afternoon session of the 2nd day (12th April). The recommendations 

made during the presentation are detailed at Annexure-I. All the participants 

were given an opportunity to share their opinions, comments and suggestions 

besides seeking clarification in 2 open house session. The 1st such session was 

Chaired by the three Secretaries of the Ministry and the second one by the 

Hon’ble Minister himself.  

 



13.The issues raised by States/UTs during these open house discussions were duly 

addressed by Secretaries of the Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Ministry. Closing 

remarks of Minister for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare at Annexure-II 

 

In his concluding address, the Hon’ble Agriculture & Farmers’ Minister advised 

all the States to firm up their Kharif strategy based on Integrated Farming 

approach. He advised the different Departments dealing with Agriculture and 

Allied Sectors at the State Level to work in a concerted manner.  

 

The Conference ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair by JS (GC). 

***** 

 

  



ANNEXURE-I 

Recommendations made by the Domain-wise Groups in the National Conference 

on Agriculture for Kharif Campaign, 2016 

Domain- I: Agriculture 

Group-I : Strategy to Improve Productivity & Production Of Pulses & Oilseeds 

Through Improved Technology Package 

 Need to adopt seed rolling plan, indent & increase lifting of Breeder seeds 

 Arrangements may be made for one year advance indent of desired 

varieties to public and private seed agencies through MoU  

 Need for strengthening of quality bio fertilizer/bio agent production  and 

utilization  

 Soil test based nutrient applications including micronutrients need to be 

adopted 

 Need for adoption of line sowing , BBF, raised - bed & ridge - furrow 

planting techniques 

 Convergence of TSP funds  with NFSM should be explored to increase 

mechanisation  

 Cultivation under new niches – sole, catch crop, relay crop should be 

encouraged  

 Need for the utilization of rice fallow  and spring/summer pulses 

 Need for the adoption of short duration of paddy varieties to 

accommodate  pulses  

 Double crop sequence under rainfed conditions  like green gram followed 

by Bengal gram should be practiced. 

 Transplanting  and dibbling method of Tur, R&M can be promoted through 

demonstrations 

 Promotion of Tur on rice and commercial crop bunds should be 

encouraged. 

 Use of sprinkler and rain gun  as per NMSA norms need to be promoted 

 Convergence of MGNREGA and other schemes for creation of farm ponds 

should be ensured  

 Awareness should be made on pre and  post emergence weedicides  

 Spiral graders for grading farmers own seeds should be promoted 

 Screening and identification of potential local cultivars/ germplasm should 

be encouraged 

 Need to promote low ODAP varieties in Lathyrus 

 Advance payment for Breeder Seed procurement should be ensured 

 



Group-II: Strategy to enhance productivity and production of paddy in stress 

prone areas (rainfed, flood prone etc) 

 Stress tolerant varieties (e.g., CSR 36 and CSR 43 for inland salinity & CR 

Dhan-405 for coastal salinity) under different crop development 

programmes,  e.g., BGREI, NFSM, RKVY, State Plan, etc. should be promoted 

 Seed Rolling Plan should be prepared by each state to address the deficit 

of stress tolerant varieties. 

 Proven crop production technologies like, DSR by zero tillage and seed drill 

should be promoted. 

 Short duration drought tolerant varieties (drought tolerant HYVs (e.g. 

Sahbhagi Dhan, Susk Samrat, Pushpa) should be promoted. 

 Need to promote submergence tolerant varieties, viz. Swarna Sub-1, etc.  

 Awareness may be created among the farmers through trainings and 

distribution of pamphlets about the stress tolerant varieties. 

 Burning of paddy straw should be discouraged which will improve the soil  

fertility . 

 Advisory may be given for the spraying  of  2% Urea with 1% KNO3 during 

prolonged dry spells.  

 

 

Group-III: Management of cotton crop particularly pest and disease vulnerability 

by deploying appropriate technology & management practices. 

 Punjab, Haryana &Rajasthan  should complete planting of cotton by 15th 

May and farmers should be encouraged to  implement ICAR/SAUs 

recommended advisories, management practices  and  whitefly resistant 

hybrids/varieties during Kharif, 2016. 

  Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana need to implement 

measures for management for Pink Boll Worm (PBW). 

 PBW damage seed &lint, proliferate on stubbles, long duration crop which 

help in multiplication should be encouraged. 

 Need to focus on sanitation of field,  sanitation during gining process, 

remove stubbles, grazing of leaves/ residue help in controlling PBW.  

Refugio should be used in Bt cotton and IPM practices and schedule should 

be encouraged. 



  Recommended dose of fertilizers should be applied in order to avoid 

excessive use of urea. 

 Synthetic pyre throids and tank mixing of pesticides should be avoided. 

 

 

Group-IV: Interventions and strategies to reduce cost of cultivation in farming 

through better input management 

 Cost of cultivation in farming need to be reduced through better input 

management  

 Certified seeds should be used once in three years.  

 FPOs/FPCs/NGOs should be involved and BBF, SRI & mechanical planting 

should be promoted in paddy. 

 Application of Soil Health Card based fertilizers and use of bio-fertilizers & 

organic manures should be encouraged.  

 IPM practices, need based pesticide use & spray technology should be 

adopted. 

 Focus may be made on judicious water use & conservation, micro irrigation 

techniques. 

 timely credit availability should be ensured particularly to small & marginal 

farmers. 

 Need to popularize custom hiring of machinery & improved equipments. 

 Intercropping should be promoted.  

 Awareness may be made amongst farmers for PMFBY.  

 Diversification and integrated farming system should be adopted. 

 Need for implementation of need based contingency crop plans.  

 

 

 

 



Group-V: Organic Farming-Promotion of Organic Farming to Realize Yield Potential 

on a Sustainable Basis 

 Exclusive marketing outlets (i.e. haat bazar, separate stall, organic 

mandies) need to be created 

 Organic products should be included in the domain of e-NAM.  

 Protocol for certification of organic seed/planting material may be made. 

 Supply of certified organic breeder/foundation seeds for mass 

multiplication by ICAR/SAUs/Organic growers should be ensured. 

 National/State organic seed production/certification agencies should be 

identified. 

 

 

 

Domain- II: Horticulture 

Group-VII: Technology led growth for achieving high productivity in Horticulture 

 Establishment of mother blocks, root stock - scion bud wood bank should 

be emphasized. 

 PPP model of nursery for large scale quality seedling production should be 

encouraged.  

 Need for accreditation of nurseries.  

 Hybrid technology should be encouraged.   

 High density planting should be implemented.  

 Unproductive, old & senile orchards should be rejuvenated. 

 Need to Promote long day onion varieties in hills – offseason. 

 Protected cultivation of high value crops should be encouraged.  

 Need for adoption of root stock technology.  

 New orchards should be Integrated with Micro irrigation and Fertigation.  

 Use of micro nutrients in horticulture crops should be promoted.  



Group-VIII: Reducing Post Harvest Losses and Augmenting the Production Towards 

Cold Chain  

 Infrastructures should be created to bridge  the gap for modern pack 

houses (69831 units), cold storage (3276962 MT), reefer vans (52826 units) 

and ripening chambers (8319 units). 

 Integrated cold chain including pre cooling units, grading & sorting units, 

pack houses, ripening chamber, reefer vans and cold storages should be 

promoted. 

 Multi commodities cold storages should be promoted. 

 

 

Domain III: Animal Husbandry 

Group-IX: Enhancing Animal Productivity and Production through better feed 

management and disease control 

 Need for National Breeding Policy and Regulation with focus on indigenous 

breed improvement and Sexed semen production. 

 Need to increase production of quality semen including broad basing the 

Production facility at own semen stations.    Incentives may be given to 

private entrepreneur. 

 Production of sexed semen should be encouraged. 

 Need to encourage private entrepreneur for AI services. 

 Farmers should be encouraged for fodder cultivation through awareness 

campaign,  

 Assured market should be ensured for fodder produced by farmers (Buy 

Back arrangement), 

 Extensive use of post Harvest technologies like chaff cutters, fodder block 

making machines should be promoted. 

 Financial assistance should be enhanced for various fodder initiatives, 

making available quality fodder seed, etc. 

 Agricultural waste like Paddy and Wheat straw by adding supplements, 

silage technology, azolla should be enriched. 



  Use of Community lands for fodder production through PPP model should 

be promoted. 

 Vaccination for all economically and zoonotic important diseases should 

be ensured. 

 Need to develop combo-vaccine with enhanced immunity coverage 

period. 

 Mobile Veterinary Services at door steps should be ensured. 

 Diagnostic services along with availability of drugs & Vaccine should be 

enhanced. 

 Need to strengthen Extension services- breed improvement, Ration 

balancing 

 Backyard dairy for additional income and employment should be 

encouraged. 

 commercial diaries may be encouraged. 

 

 

 

Group-X: Financing and management of procurement, processing  & marketing 

infrastructure In the dairy sector particularly Refurbishing of very old dairy plants 

 Government of India should take up evaluation of ongoing Dairy 

Development Schemes for continuation in the coming years. 

 Need to strengthen village level infrastructure for milk procurement and 

value addition of milk and milk products.  

 Need to capacity building and Human Resource Development (HRD) in 

Dairy sector by strengthening dairy education institutions. 

 

 

Domain IV: Credit & Insurance, Reforms in Agricultural Marketing 

Group-XI: Credit & Insurance 

 The tenant should be identified properly and arrangements may be made 

to extend credit and other benefits to them.  



 Agricultural loans should be integrated with the land to avoid double 

financing. 

 All PACS should be computerized and one time assistance should be 

provided to them.  

 NABARD should reduce refinance Rate of Interest . 

 SLR funds of DCCBs should be kept with SCBs. 

 Central Govt. Interest subvention need to be provided in advance.   

 Refinance assistance of NABARD agricultural loan disbursed should be 

increased to 50% as earlier. 

 Interest subvention scheme should be extended to Long term loans. 

 Processing fee for farmers should be exempted. 

 MSP should be made realistic as incentive to the farmers.  

 A long term agricultural policy for Oilseeds and Pulses should be made 

public. 

 Margin Sharing between PACS and State Agencies should be rationalized 

 PSS guidelines may be reviewed by the GOI and  should be made flexible. 

 

 

 

Group-XII: Reforms in Agricultural Marketing 

 States should have their own marketing policies.  

 State policies should be guided by National Marketing policy.  

 Quality parameters:  Packing, labelling and quality control agency for both 

raw material and produce.  

  Exclusive marketing outlets (i.e. haat bazar, separate stall, organic 

mandies) need to be created. 

 Inclusion of organic products in the domain of e-NAM. 

 Protocol for certification of organic seed/planting material.  



 Supply of certified organic breeder/foundation seeds for mass 

multiplication by ICAR/SAUs/Organic growers.  

 Identification of National/State organic seed production/certification 

agencies.  

 

 

Group-XIII:  PSS Operations of oilseeds & Pulses 

 

 MSP neededto be made realistic toincentivise the farmers.  

 A long term agricultural policy for Oilseeds and Pulses shouldbeframed. 

 Margin of sharing between PACS and State Agencies should be rationalized. 

 

  



ANNEXURE-II 

 

0pen House Session on presentations and closing remarks of Minister for 

Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare 

 

The final recommendations of all the 13 technical session grouped under 4 domains viz. 

agriculture; horticulture; animal husbandry & dairying; and credit, cooperation & marketing 

and also another topic on Doubling of farmers’ income by 2020 were presented by the 

group leaders in presence of Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.  

 

The Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare made the following 

observations in response to the presentations made by the four domain representatives: 

 

 The implementation of the recommendations by the States should be with all 

seriousness  with a focus on benefitting the small and marginal farmers 

 Maximum number of farmers should be provided quality seeds  

 A number of companies/institutions should be considered/ involved to prevent 

monopoly in distribution of fertilizers, pesticides, seeds etc; 

 Timely availability of credit,  especially to small and marginal farmers should be 

ensured; flow of credit should be rationalized; 

 Cooperative societies should be strengthened; 

 Areas where chemicals fertilisers are not used traditionally should be earmarked for 

promoting organic farming 

 Sansad gram yojana may be involved for promoting  organic farming; 

 Organic canteens be considered for operation in various organisations for which 

State Agricultural Universities should take the lead; 

 For specific breeding programs initiatives under ‘Rashtriya Gokul Mission’ and 

‘Gokul Gram’ should be sought; 

 Every State should have few ‘Gokul Grams’; 

 Implementation on deliberations be speeded up so that these are fruitful for the 

farmers; 

 Targets should be framed and achieved in a time bound manner for implementation 

of PMKSY; 

 The SHCs target of 4-5 lakh soil samples and the remaining during next month 

should be completed as per target; 

 The remaining clusters under the organic farming scheme, PKVY should be 

constituted on priority; 

 Efforts be made to double fish and paddy cultivation; 

 The subsidy in case of pulses and oilseeds should be increased; 

 Under PMKSY at least 3 States should come up with their Action Plan and the pace 

of implementation should be stepped up; 

 Proactive steps should be taken in case of micro irrigation and drip irrigation 

programmes; 

 The States should send UCs timely for release of funds; 

 Portal information regarding cluster of farmers should be expedited; and  



 Adjoining States of NCR should prepare their action plans for producing high value 

crops / vegetables / milk / poultry etc for catering to the needs of the capital; 

 The DAC & FW should set up an inter-Ministerial Committee to suggest a strategy 

on doubling of farmers’ income. 

 

***** 

 

 


